Top 10 things to consider
when designing teaching
videos
First, let's define what an effective teaching video is:
It’s a multimedia presentation which uses both visual and auditory channels to
present learning material to a target audience.
At Oppida, we see many clients experimenting with video to educate. Here are our
top ten design tips to ensure a great ROI.
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Use audio and visuals together to present new information. The use of both the
visual/pictorial channel and the auditory/verbal processing channel enhances
information integration and retention. Ensure that the audio matches the visual
content and is delivered at the same time.

Keep it short. Research indicates that around 5-6 minutes is the optimum length for
a teaching video. Segment the material into meaningful chunks and don’t try to
cram too much into a single video.
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Make it active (if possible). Use guiding questions and guided activity, and provide
opportunities for reflection.

Make it interactive. Video allows learners to control the pace, stop to reflect or take
action, and to repeat sections if they need to. Use tools to make it easier to navigate
within the video, and provide signalling of key material through colour changes or
symbols.
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Limit extraneous information. Keep the focus narrow, avoid images which do not
strongly support the audio, and use music or sound effects minimally and
meaningfully.

Make it personal. Use a conversational style rather than a formal one. If you have to
read from a script then use a teleprompter and rehearse many times so it flows as
naturally as possible. Speak clearly and with enthusiasm directly to the camera. Make
an emotional connection by telling a story rather than providing a dull narration.
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Mix it up. Use a variety of visuals - moving images, close-ups, stills, slow-motion,
animation.

Make it targeted. Define your target audience, and use verbal and text clues to
indicate that the material has been designed and presented just for them.
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Don’t overload with text. Use as little as possible, in bulleted points, and in a clear
easy-to-read font.

Expand the learning space – use the power of video to take learners out of the
classroom on virtual tours or site visits. This can be done easily if filming with a green
screen.
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